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Selection of works (Excerpt) by Candace Chong:
Opera — Dr. Sun Yat Sen; Play — Wild Boar

BN (L - 2R
Opera — Dr. Sun Yat Sen

TEl * =45 Music by Huang Ruo

RS Libretto by Candace Chong

g2 Actl Shanghai, Charlie Soong’s Home
[ B> RESAT - ) [ZAENESG s (Charlie Soong and his wife are hosting a large

fundraising ball where they mingle with guests.)
ER TIPS TIPS ) |

REX All guests

BREACEE - AslEiE - BWEEEAE - Glasses tingle, people mingle,

FEAEEE AN > SMGEEE—E Anticipation is in the air.

Y 2= ORISR 0 AR — R B Shanghai’s high society is gathered here tonight.
SEERA R o (EEE A A Let’s donate generously to build a great church.
F BB ZEHEE S R LR - Let its stone sculptures hear the people’s suffering;

TR AT > S SIS R R . Let the candle flames soothe their tired souls.
In this time of chaos, a church will bring us solace.
Kezw

Charlie Soong
BEAAF WA - A IRIGIEFT !

Please be generous. May God bless you all!

BE—
HAF—E R |

Guest A

I donate one hundred dollars!

KB Charlie Soong
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Thank you! Your name will be engraved on the
marbles of the church.

(Applause)

Guest B

I donate one hundred dollars!

Charlie Soong

Thank you! Your name will be engraved on the altar’s
candelabra.

(Applause)

All guests

Corrupt officials are like savage beasts.

Rotten governments destroy more than a hurricane.
In this chaotic country of ours,

Let us create a shelter for our souls!

Charlie Soong
May God bless you all!

(Two journalists look at the couple from a distance.)

Stranger A

Who’s the man talking?

Stranger B
The Reverend Soong; he’s also an entrepreneur.

He’s the host of this fundraising ball.
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Stranger A
The elegant lady next to him must be his wife.

How come she looks so anxious?

Stranger B
Perhaps they’ve not reached their target.

(4 photographer takes pictures of the fundraising ball.
Mprs. Soong pulls her husband aside.)

Mrs. Soong
Trembling with fear, shaking with fright, cold
sweat covers my skin...“To build a great church”

is a lie; the funds collected are for the Revolution!

Charlie Soong

Be quiet. We’ll get in trouble if anyone hears us!

Mrs. Soong

We’ve been in trouble since the day you met Sun
Wen*! You support him with your wealth; you use our
factories to print anti-government propaganda.

Now you even use the church as cover to raise money
for his Revive China Society!

Charlie Soong

My wife, you are wrong! The Society does not
belong to him. It belongs to us! When I first met
Sun Wen, we both lamented our country’s
predicament: A dynasty that was strong a century

ago now ravaged by foreigners. No church in the
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N T — [T A T ] B R A A A B - world can soothe this pain; no shelter can provide
Bl A AR AT - us solace. Supporting the Revolution is every

patriot’s responsibility.

e Mrs. S
B rs. Soong

e You’ve only known each other for a year.
AR REMARA AN B —4

He doesn’t have a stable home. He doesn’t have a

fiirJEfEE AT - SRR E B proper job. How do you know he’s not a fraud?
RERME R 2 (bR T ? My dear husband, I worry you’ve put your trust in the

wrong person.

SR > FARIREEOFE (T ——

Charlie Soong

PR3]
g - fRER ISR 7 R .

RN R P LSRR He used to live in Xiangshan; the Revolution forced
o N p . hi flee. H ki , hi

ERERL > e EEE T ; im to flee. He worked as a doctor, but gave up his

profession to save our nation.
LA R Bl > B T TR BRCE SHVE R -

My dear wife, how can you say this?

I believe in this Revolution! I believe in Sun Wen*!

HAfE R BMEHST I might have abused God’s name, but Sun Wen will
. e . restore His name with this Revolution!

WS 53505 17 AR

oL H A HBCEE RS R Y |
(R AR

(Applause from afar.)

[*Sun Yat-sen was also known as Sun Wen.|

Mrs. Soong
REBFRA

A - Bt — 0 ——EIREHE |

Well, then I will donate ... you!

Charlie Soong

KB (Looking at her tenderly.)
[BEEEFET] Thank you ... Your love will be engraved in this land
of new China.
HIHT > WY g ERAY
(4 few young ladies enter.)
(2 k]
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Young Ladies

We woke up early in the morning to ready
ourselves, hoping that Dr. Sun will look our way.
We’ve seen him around and followed him about.
Who’s this man who inspires us all?

Who’s this man whose eyes glisten in the twilight?
He returns tonight!

Reverend Soong, is Dr. Sun really coming tonight?
I have made some pastries for him ...

We want to hear his stories about studying in America.
And stories about his love life ...

(The women are about to argue.)

Charlie Soong

Stop it! Dr. Sun is not a subject for idle gossip!

Young Men

Is talking about Revolution idle gossip?

Last month the Qing court signed the Treaty of
Shimonoseki. What a disgrace! Dr. Sun’s letter to
Li Hongzhang failed to change our nation’s fate!
We want to know what medicine he has for this

sick and helpless nation—

Charlie Soong

Hush ... say no more! Being in a concession area does
not guarantee our safety!

(Others urge the young man to keep quiet.)

(Aside.)
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These young men have no idea that saving our nation is
no longer an empty dream. For the sake of their future,
a Revolution is about to be born!

(Sun Yat-sen dashes in, Charlie walks to him.)

Charlie Soong
You’re finally here!

Did you have any trouble getting here?

Sun Yat-sen

It was a rough trip, with difficulties and delays.
I’m in my own country, yet it’s hard to travel.
Soldiers are patrolling and searching everywhere;
everyone is afraid.

The Qing court is furious.

They’re turning our country into a prison!

But this cage cannot silence opposing voices,

It cannot deter the people who resist rent,

resist taxes, and engage in waves of revolt.

Now there are debates, with people urging change.

The people are awake because they now feel the
hunger!

Charlie Soong

Wonderful, it proves that the time is ripe.

Sun Yat-sen
The time has long been ripe.

We are just waiting for the signal.
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Then 400 million people will come together

to change the bitter fate of the last four centuries.

Charlie Soong

Come, let me introduce you to friends from

different countries;

Let’s hope they will support your movement!

Sun Yat-sen
Thank you.

But let me first take care of my wife.

Mrs. Soong

Your wife has come with you? Where is she?

Sun Yat-sen

Right behind you.

(A middle-aged, humble woman with bound feet, in

traditional Chinese dress appears.)

Lu Muzhen
People are curious—looking at me.
I look back at them with curiosity.

Walking in pain with my bound feet,

I come to the big city to follow my love.

Brewing hot tea, sewing old clothes,

I can only stare at my husband when he’s in deep
contemplation, trying to solve the nation’s problems.
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I can only walk slowly behind him in these chaotic
times. If he is late because of me, I apologize ...

Charlie Soong

Not at all. Please, show Mrs. Sun the way ...

Young Ladies
(Whispers.)

She is the subject of his ... romance?
(They look critically at her.)

(Sun and Lu exit, others follow.)

(Mrs. Soong walks to Charlie Soong. Duet.)
Mrs. Soong Charlie Soong

I did not know she was
his wife.

How rude that we
neglected Mrs. Sun.

I hear she does
not like to travel.

Unlike her, you go
wherever I go.

Perhaps they like it
that way.

They are probably as
happy as us.

(They hold hands like young lovers.)

(A messenger enters. Mrs. Soong smiles at Charlie.)

Mrs. Soong

Go and take care of the guests.

I’11 go upstairs to check on the children.

(Mrs. Soong exits, the messenger hands Charlie a
poster. Charlie is shocked.)
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Charlie Soong
WANTED: Sun Yat-sen, Chairman of the
Revive China Society. A reward of 1,000 dollars ...

Run! Sun Wen, run!

All guests

Glasses tingle, people mingle,

Anticipation is in the air.

Shanghai’s high society is gathered here tonight.
Let’s donate generously to build a great church.
Let its stone sculptures hear the people’s suffering;
Let the candle flames soothe their tired souls.

In this time of chaos, a church will bring us solace.

(End of ActI)

T8 (B958)
Play — Wild Boar

G S
EN5= : Joanna C. Lee & Ken Smith

Playwright: Candace Chong
Translator: Joanna C. Lee & Ken Smith

FF
R - Boociligh Fossges - )

el

B ARG R (E TR RE > A
K E S S Al SRS T g LEH 2

Prologue

[Lights up. Ruan Wenshan, a man in his 60s, steps
onto the podium. ]

Ruan

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you for taking the
time to attend our luncheon. Before the Chairman
gives his speech, 1 was supposed to report on the
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News Association’s involvement in last month’s
International Journalism Conference. However,
last night I received some news that I feel
compelled to share.

The writer Mu Ne is missing. I believe all of you
know Professor Mu, either as a renowned
journalist or an outstanding educator. After
retiring five years ago from the University, Mu Ne
has devoted his efforts to researching local
literature using an oral history approach. He has
also built, pro bono, a voluminous web archive for
the University’s Cultural Studies Department.

Two days ago, at 3:45 p.m., Mu Ne was working
at the archive. His colleagues heard him say he
was going to the Humanities Building to collect
some materials, but even after the office closed,
he had not yet returned. A book he was reading,
The Voice of the City, remained open and his
belongings were still at his desk, so no one was
concerned. They’d just thought he’d lost track of
time. Only the next morning, when his part-time
housekeeper of sixteen years called the office, did
they realize he was missing.

It takes ten minutes to walk from the archive to
the Humanities Building. Along the way is the car
park belonging to the Education Building as well
as a small garden. Footpaths on both sides lead to
the front and back gates of the University. Yet
close-circuit videos show no trace of him. What
happened? Could he have vanished into thin air?

This morning, three news outlets reported this
story. One published it on its City page with a
headline “Local Oral Historian suffers from
Alzheimer’s, left volunteer post without notice.”
The other two ran reports on their Culture pages
recounting Professor Mu’s civic contributions and
asking the public for help in finding him.
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Yet no one mentioned that his web archive had
recently been hacked. Nor his recent report to the
police that he was being followed. Nor that certain
groups have proposed to restructure the Cultural
Studies Department and promote the archive
director to a consultant—effectively stripping Mu
Ne of his powers. He already declared that he
would rather move his entire archive away from
the Cultural Department than share crucial
information with strangers.

Because no one reported these facts, Professor Mu
looks like an old man who perhaps was a clear-
headed senior researcher before, but can now no
longer take care of himself and has gone missing.

We are at a critical moment: our city and its
culture are entering into a period of deterioration.

In the span of three short years, smaller
newspapers have closed down, replaced by
publications owned by multi-billion dollar
corporations. All five television stations have
changed hands, with identities of the new owners
shrouded in secrecy. And the most ridiculously:
just as the government begins drafting a proposal
to restrict access to online information, the three
major wireless companies are also promoting new
plans to block internet traffic. This last incident
has generated some controversy, but since
telecommunication companies are owned by the
same corporations controlling the news media,
much of the public outcry has been muted. In
other words, when the public’s right to know
infringes upon the gains of private corporations,
the public’s voice is stifled, obscured, or even
twisted. This is alarming, because changes in the
system around us are affecting our lives without
our knowledge. What happened to Mu Ne is but
one example of this.

This morning, as I picked up The Liberty Daily, a
paper where I’ve proudly served for almost three
decades, | saw a blank space measuring 5 by 7
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cm—a space that has never appeared before in the
paper’s seven decades of existence. The blank
space was supposed to be my editorial about the
disappearance of Mu Ne, which I wrote last
night—my twenty-third editorial ignoring the
paper’s internal guidelines. Recently, many of my
colleagues have left the newspaper—some have
left the profession entirely—but I have staunchly
remained, knowing that, despite increasing
struggles and compromises, my work remains
meaningful. But this blank space now reminds me
that certain forces no longer need an excuse to
silence a voice. They don’t even make an effort to
justify it; they simply remove that voice—or
article or person—without warning. For me to
waste any more time and effort in this struggle
would be foolhardy.

I therefore choose this occasion to announce my
resignation because sitting among you are many
of my respected colleagues and mentors, as well
as students I’ve taught. I want to remind you all:
journalism is the first draft of history. Please do
not wield your title of journalist to prolong the
illusion that freedom of speech exists. Do not
remain in this profession just to collude in burying
the truth. I hereby resign from the News
Association and will devote my efforts to fighting
for the cause. Please accept my apologies now: if
you are not my friend, you’re my enemy.

[Ruan Wenshan stares at his audience. A red dot
of light shines on his forehead. We hear an
echoing sound that suggests gunshots. Lights off.]

ACT ONE
Sc. 1

[A restaurant, a table by the window overlooking
a huge construction site. Tricia and Johnny sitting
at the table, Tricia wearing a red blouse.]
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[&EE - 55550 —5RE 4G - Tricia A Johnny »

Tricia ZFE4L K]

Tricia * ¥4 ?

Johnny : ¥7%% !

Tricia  * fEIRE A -

Johnny * PEE(Z A o

Tricia * /2{H - #YRIFEFE

Johnny : BE[E > FIAE AR > BrFEMETRIR
SEABRRME -

Tricia  © -

Johnny : FEREFMAEE o JEZIEE IR -

Tricia * FECFAHREELLE

Johnny %fﬁfﬂ"\)@@%ﬂ%@iﬁ T 2REk

[ #5iiE > Tricia H/&F3 Johnny]

D EEALEADRITIRIE ? Bl% > -
SRR > AT EEL RS - MR
RERK  IREIFERD > WM A [E]
counselor {48 - BEAFEEFFHIFHE 2L
NELALEANLK - 1R AR 55 3R

Johnny

Tricia: Wild boar?

Johnny: Wild boar!

Tricia: The kind that charge.

Johnny: You’re thinking of bullfights.

Tricia: Whatever. It’s still barbaric.
Johnny: Different. People provoke the bulls. Wild
boars have violence in their blood.

Tricia: C’mon.

Johnny: I hear they’re color blind. So that blouse
wouldn’t provoke it.

Tricia: I remember you like red.

Johnny: Do you remember that [ don’t care what
you wear on top?

[Beat. Tricia stares at Johnny.]

Johnny: My thing for red — is it lame? I mean, it’s
kinda predictable: hot passion, sexual
virility. I’ve discussed this with my
shrink, why I like women wearing red
lingerie... Then I realized, it’s not the
color, it’s how I associate colors with
people—when I was a kid, I saw my
mother hanging her red bras and panties
to dry. Are you grossed out? Maybe |
have an Oedipal complex. Haha...

[Silence.]

FABHEARGIEES » EEEHAE
BA[EIE A associate——FR AT E
Al H R S AL (B2 > IR
MBS ? I RE AR LIS EAS -
TN

Tricia:
Johnny:
Tricia:

Johnny:

Then?
Then what?
The Great Dane.

Right... The largest Great Dane bit into
the boar and wouldn’t let go. Bit right
into its neck -- blood spurting out
between the dog’s teeth, dripping from
its jaw. The boar didn’t charge anymore.
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It just stood there, all four hooves set in
the mud. It struggled to the death, its
body seemed to boil and steam, as if
enveloped by a thin mist. You couldn’t
even see one patch of its skin clearly.
There were seven, eight dogs barking at
it from nearby. In the distance, another
dozen dogs ran toward them, attracted by
the ruckus. I thought to myself, what if
another dog joins the fight? Then it’s
“Game Over” for the boar. But the leader
of the hunt ordered us to restrain our
dogs and get in the car. Then they picked
up the boar. Why’d they stop? It turned
out they wanted to keep the boar alive to
train smaller dogs, to use that boar’s last
breath to teach them to fight, so they’d be
able to go after more boars later.

Tricia: You saw it die?

Johnny: Nabh. It’s no fun when you already know
how it’s gonna end.

Tricia: Where did you go?

Johnny: Where else could I go? I was just a kid
then. I hid in the house. The next time |
saw the boar, it was on a plate, cooked
and chopped into small pieces.

[Beat.]

Johnny: Delicious.

Tricia: Seems like you haven’t been traumatized
by your past.

Johnny: Not true. I learned you have to stay
strong or you’ll be destroyed.

Tricia: True.

Johnny: But clearly I didn’t learn enough or I
wouldn’t have gotten so damaged.
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Johnny @ @F4F0kK © [Silence.]
Tricia @ {REHA—IEFF2ZENST -
Johnny : AZE > HUEE(E RIS RGE - Tricia: Thanks for coming back to help.
Tricia : THERIESS - Johnny: There’s not much to do over there, or
else how could I have so much time to
Johnny = S14TF > 32 apply BI5515 - VEAEDE hunt boars?
SRR T 0 - Tricia: Now that you’re here you can’t hunt
boars.
Johnny: They exist here.
- Tricia: Maybe a long time ago. I haven’t heard
[F#ER] of wild boars breaking into urban areas in
recent years.
Johnny: You’re wrong. As long as there are
Tricia * Z#iRREETF - mountains and rivers, you’ll find—
Johnny © FRUAMHEEL A TAFH] - WEAET
MH 25 B °
LG [He looks out the window, at a huge construction
Tricia ¢ BFIEARFTIFTIR 2 - site]
Johnny : WEEFNAHEFFE
Tricia * FRESARLFMT 2 AIEESE - WEASAF AL
fTHEIRE AL T
Johnny : BEEEE - HUAKEM T —EEE

(% FEEEEETAAESR]

Page 15 of 15



