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CHEN Ko Hua
Poems

MY POSTURE OF SLEEP
—A SALUTE TO EMILY DICKINSON AND A REPLY TO “I DIED FOR BEAUTY”

Lying in the narrow bed-like coffin,

| adjust my uneasy postures many times.

An expanding emptiness is there to

Compete with me in looting the limited expanse:

“Yet your bosom is still so spacious...”
My posture always looks
Afraid of cold, expecting love—

On the day of disaster, when my corpse is bared in the wild
And big birds come to peck my blood-shot eyes,

I'll be in the posture that seems to embrace

And to be embraced...

In the wind, by death’s demanding hand,
| am turned over to the front

And turned over again to the back....

* ¥

IWP 2016



CHEN Ko Hua
Page 2 of 7

WHERE THE DAWNING SKY TURNED ITS SAPPHIRE INTO WHITE

Where the dawning sky turned its sapphire into white,

| saw the face of the sea into which floating ice was melting.

For an instant when the summer day was touched by autumn’s flavor,

| saw vividly, at the moment twilight dipped into the black night,

The color of your eyes, turned from the brilliant to the quiet.

| walked toward where the distant mount turned its indigo into lake-green.
Cobblestones broke into delicate pebbles, then shattered further into sand.
When the last trembling note of a song disappeared into the silent present,
At the other end, where the wind started to whirl, | wrote you a letter,
While the sea tide was ebbing away and the next not yet flooding in,

While the last desire faded and the next was not yet born.

* %

A HEAVY RAIN HAS JUST FALLEN

Suddenly, all stars of the universe appear bright;
Not a single one missing, all are orderly lined up in the night sky;
One by one they enter my eyes.

| am agitated, almost to tears,

Convinced that only when the whole world
And l...die at the same...time

Could this happen

But in fact it does, simply because
A heavy rain has just fallen...

A heavy rain has just fallen...
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JULY

As if a huge UFO has just soared and left,

And we have settled down in the spot the engine first landed

And in the heat it left behind,

Look around, within the hundreds, thousands, and millions of miles....
Wherever humans are scattered, nothing left but parched land

And blackened seeds of bad-tempered dandelions:

“Forever July...July’s floating fires...” Who was it

That in our private place of dense hair

Printed a passionate barley crop.

We now thirst for clouds

But the rare clouds in the sky are UFOs in disguise.

In fact, we are drying up step by step,

Though dreaming at night of the big rain beating out faces and the vast prairie;
Yet in fact, we are drying up step by step,

Drying up step by step;

Are drying up step by step to become
In the post-UFO epoch
A shred of dried specimen.
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AN ANSWER
—WRITTEN TO KU-CHENG

Do you feel pain? How much? Can you endure —this pain?

How I've searched everywhere and found no wound.

| trod wildly the small garden of herbs

And plucked the first iris and narcissus flowering in the starry night.

The night before your journey, after the swarming panic crows were exhausted,
You’re just quietly checking the serenity and storms saved in your baggage.
Your eyes avoided tears; your will defeated time:

“First let me seek a prairie where winter will not attack,

To house you and the lambs of poetry you raise....”

As to the lust that will never heal,

Who is supposed to find an excuse and end “him”?

To end the fancy and waiting of a lonely soul —

After all you didn’t remind me.

This gloomy huge world had forgotten his promise to a firefly
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That anyone who desired to sleep would have a bed and a dream’s embrace,
Who was to move ahead a torch, who fell down a kiss,

Who hoped to fly a pair of wings and a place remote,

And who was suffering... an answer.

Translated from the Chinese by the author
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