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KANG Byoung Yoong  

My Husband, My Handsome Daredevil 
 
 

In 2003, I married my husband. He introduced himself as a novelist. But I didn’t trust him. And told him 
that even though he is writing a novel, he is not an official novelist if he has no published novel. After 
telling him, he changed. For 34 days, after dinner, every night from 9:27 pm to 12:06 am he was writing 
something in his room. (He also tried to have sex with me once every two days. Usually, our sex lasted 
from 12:07 to 12:31 am.)  
 
In 2005, my husband’s first novel came out. It consists of 17 chapters – for 34 days, he wrote a chapter 
every two days. The title of the book is Tales of Imaginary People. And in 2006, he published a collection of 
short pornographic stories. He said that it was about our sex life but as far as I am concerned, it’s too dirty 
and too messy to be about our sex life. The title of that book is Inexhaustible.  

In 2012, my husband wrote a story of a Korean middle-aged sad uncle imprisoned by his wife. But his 
editor said the story had that sort of “funny-but-NOT-really-funny”-tone so it was impossible to turn it into 
a book. I, on the other hand, wanted my husband to write a realistic story. So, reluctantly I really had to 
put him in custody. I imprisoned him in a gosiwon for 3 months. A gosiwon is a very small room that 
Korean students live in while studying for an important test. His gosiwon was around 3.5 square meters 
(37 square feet). This is about the size of an average American bathroom. For 100 days, that was where he 
lived without coming home. Just like Oh Dae-su, the protagonist of the Korean film Old Boy had eaten only 
Chinese dumplings in the private jail, my husband also only ate Chinese food, Jjajangmyeon, in his 
gosiwon. The title of the book he wrote there is Assorted Records of the Castration of Mr Y. 

In 2013, my husband didn’t read any books, only newspapers and articles while swearing at the president 
of Korea whose nickname was The Rat. I asked him to stop doing that and to write a novel, as a novelist 
should. He said that he would write a novel criticizing the president, but he never wrote a single sentence 
himself: every sentence in it was borrowed or copied from newspaper articles. He called it fiction written 
with a mouse, not a keyboard. The title of the book is You know these are all lies, right? On the cover of 
the book is a rat resembling the President. 

In 2018, my husband said that if he was given only one week, he could write a novel. I told him to give it a 
try. So he lied to his departmental officers that he was having stomach cramps and skipped work for a 
week. (Surprisingly, his occupation is a university professor.) Instead, he went into a room and locked the 
door. All he did was write a novel. Frankly speaking, I have no idea what he ate, or where he pooped and 
peed for that week. A week later, as promised, he exited the room with a novel in hand; all he left behind 
was the stench of garbage. The title of the book he wrote there is My Itchy Middle Finger. 

In 2022, my husband told me that he, wearing his IWP writer hat, will talk to the public at the Iowa City 
Public Library about “Specter of Professionalization”. Honestly, I was rather worried, but he told me not to 
be. He considers himself to be a Diligent Genius. Meaning, that he thinks of himself as a literary athlete 
who has been kissed by the Muse. I am 100 % certain, however, that he is lazy and stupid. No way does he 
know what “professionalization of artists” is.  
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As far as I know, he is just a writer who loves to experiment. To find his own way to literature, he 
sometimes conducts experiments and sometimes becomes the subject of experiments. He is a daredevil 
who loves literature.  

But to be honest, I have no interest in his “literature” at all. I didn’t marry him because he was a good 
writer. I married him because he was HANDSOME. / FIN.  


